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Need & Westwind Again?
Sanchita Patra
English Department (6th Semister)

Need a Westwind again?
As the downfall has begin.

Like a whirlwind take us so high
That we forget to sign.

The girl is still weeping for justice in the corner
Don’t let her be only a silent mourner.

Now, once again lift your voice over the river and hill,
For your clarion once moved thousands to will.

This air was clam and the rivers clear,
Until horror broke the morning’s sphere

Their cries horrified the gentle breeze
Then silence covered the wounded trees

Where once the blocks in place had strayed
Now only blood and shadows coldly stayed.

Will the war start again?
A massacre will begin?

Blow, win, break the silence with your word
Let my pen be the sword.

Make me your lyre, even as shelley prayed

Through me let voices long ignored be made.

O wind, if spring is near, the break these laws.
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College Life

Moumita Patra
English Department (PG. 2nd Semister)

Those buzzing halls, the morning rush,
The sleepy eyes, the coffee crush.
Laughter spilled in every lane,
Sunshine mixed with sudden rain.

The chalkboard talks, the backbench tales,
Dreams that rode on paper sails.
Late-night cramming, hopes held tight,
Parties stretching into hight.

Bunked classes, secret feelings,
Scribbled notes, and borrowed rings.
Fests and fights, those carefree cheers,
Moments stitched in golden years.

Now we walk different ways,

But heart still hum those college days.
In every smile, in distant skies —
college lives, it never dies.
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Transformation of Tribal community

of South West Bengal
Dr. Uday Sankar Sarkar
Associaote Professor History Depertment

From historical point of view the South West Bengal is considered as very important
region from time immemorial. Tribal communities live in this region from time
immemorial. The region is popularly known as ‘Rarh Bengal’. The word ‘rarh’ means
‘a land of red soil’. Santal Pargana, Hazaribag, Ranchi, Singhbhum, Jhargram
Subdividion, Midnapore, Birbhum, Western Burdwan, Purulia and Bankura are
considered as ‘western rarh’. Jhargram Subdividion, Midnapore, Birbhum, Western
Burdwan, Purulia and Bankura are part of south west Bengal. The tribal community
(Santals, Chuars, Sabars, Kol, Munda etc.) of western rarh is very old inhabitants.
Their cultural activities are very colourful. They have created their own culture and
developed their culture through their activities and brotherhood. They developed
their own village customs and economy. But when the British penetrated this region
with their new concept of land-based economy system the age-old tribal system faced
the new challenges.

Tribals are ancient inhabitant of jungle mahal in Indian geographical structure.
But we know that, the Santals and other tribals also of this region is considered as
backward community. Still, they are backward class from socio-economic angle. The
south west Bengal is also considered as Jungle Mahal. The term jungle mahal was
applied by the British, because the large tracts of south west Bengal covered by jungles.
Even today we see that, the large tracts of this region still cover by the jungles. By
nature, the inhabitants of western rarh are basically hard working. The soil of this
region is not much fertile for agriculture. The silts of the soil are rough in texture.
From the political angle the region is considered as politically disturbed territory.
From colonial to post-colonial period the tribals of jungle mahal have shown their
agitation regularly against the colonial power and state atrocity (post-colonial period).

From British colonial period the south west Bengal considered as one of the most
disturbed regions in eastern India. From colonial to post-colonial period, the tribals
of south west Bengal has shown their agitation. They went against the British power
in colonial period and after independence they also went against the state atrocity. The
eco-social and political transformation was occurred by the middle of the eighteenth
century when British East India Company came to India. In 1757 the battle of Plassey
gave the opportunity to British East India Company to capture the Bengal economy.
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After the battle of Boxer (1764) the company has got the opportunity to capture the
political power of Bengal. Gradually they conquered every part of India and they
established their colony in India. They introduced the new land system in Bengal. In
1793, they introduced the permanent settlement in Bengal and new land revenue
system was introduced by Cornwallis. The new land revenue system was also introduced
in south west Bengal. The jungle zamindars’ and tribals’ of this region could not agree
to accept the new land system. Because, the jungle zamindars’ and the tribals’ of
south west Bengal enjoyed independent power on their land. Jungle zamindars enjoyed
tax free land from time immemorial from the Rajas of this tract. On the other hand,
the tribals are natural inhabitants of south west Bengal and they believe that, the
forest, land and water is God gifted. From time immemorial they collect the forest
product from jungle and prepared jungle land for cultivation. They believe that, the
land, jungle, flora and fauna are God gifted. But colonial authority encroached the
forest land and introduced various regulations to use the forest. Naturally, the tribals
of these tracts went against the British colonial power. In post-colonial period we have
noticed the ‘Lalgarh movement’. The movement was basically led by the non-tribals,
but tribals were also involved with this. That was the political transformation of the
tribals of this tract.

All the tribal movement is similar by their nature. In colonial period the tribal
movements were directed against anti-colonial aggression and directed against the
native collaborators of British. Their anti-colonial movement turned into national
movement. For example, the santal movement (1855) gave the impetus to other
national movement in colonial India. The Santals wanted to establish the santal raj.
They wanted to demolish the colonial power. They totally ignored the colonial
government and similarly, the Chuars of jungle mahal wanted to demolish the colonial
power and they wanted to establish their own age-old system through their local rajas
or zamindars (jungle zamindars) of jungle mahal. The inhabitants of jungle mahal
totally ignored the company rule and refused to pay land tax. The movement of the
tribals of colonial period is considered as freedom struggle movement. In post-colonial
period the tribal movement is directed against the state power (particularly against
the police atrocity). They were involved in the movement to protect the right to the
rights granted to them in the Indian constitution. They do not say to leave India. But
in colonial period, they wanted to get rid of foreign rule during foreign rule. But after
independence, they wanted to demand for their separate state within the Indian
dominion. For example, the Jharkhand movement, and immediate affect was created
the new state, i.e., Jharkhand state.
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The Jharkhand movement occurred in post-colonial period in twentieth century in
eastern India. The demand of separate Jharkhand state was started from colonial
period and tribal leaders of this movement wanted the socio-economic development
of the tribals. The movement has got its new dimension after the independence of
India. In 15th November 2000 the Jharkhand emerged as separate state in independent
India. Nowadays Jharkhand gradually is changing in the context of demography,
industrialization and urbanization. Many tribal leaders of Jharkhand get the
opportunity to prove their leadership in Indian Loke Tantra. Jharkhand has produced
many tribal leaders. Many of them has got ministry.

Now we move to Lalgarah movement. Basically, the movement created against the
police atrocity in Lalgarh in south west Bengal. The movement was led by Chatradhar
Mahato of Mahato community and he formed the party, i.e., ‘police santras birodhi
janaganer committee’(PSBJC). The tribals of Lalgarh joined with Chatradhar against
the police atrocity. Their demand was simple and not to demand for their separate
state. Ultimately, they demand for their socio-economic development for their
community and their territory. Because, their territory was neglected by the Left
Government of West Bengal from many years. Actually, the tribals of Lalgarh was
demand for their basic democratic rights. The movement was started against the
police atrocities, secondly, demand for democratic right and thirdly, demand for the
development of tribal territories of jungle mahal. They also demand of compensation
and they wanted to stop the illegal arresting of the tribals. They wanted to abolish
every harassment in their territory. So, their demand was simple but it was very
important from the angle of the tribals. Not only that, Bharat Jakat Majhi Mawra
Group organized a rally against the Maoist violence. That was very significant in
terms of political angle. Obviously, the leadership came from non-tribal group but the
tribals of this region was came forefront against the police atrocities. They did not
demand for separate state.

The territory of jungle mahal was under developed from colonial period. Once
upon a time the region has not such any basic livelihood. Thus, the external power
gradually increased their activities and they wanted to make separate the region from
main stream of socio-political route. The external power captured the young tribals
and insisted them to go against the state power. But now a day the picture is changing.
The tribals are involved in various developmental project. The state Government takes
initiative for the development of the tribals of this region. Government provides
different facilities to the tribals, such as, health, education, drinking water, sanitation,
Kanyasree, sabuj-sathi etc. Government also provides rice to the tribals @2 per kg.
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State Government establishes the Pashchimanchal Unnayan Parsad for the development
of the jungle mahal. The state Government also established the Khatra Sports Academy
near Mukut Manipur for the development of sports of Bankura. Government establishes
law and order situation in jungle mahal. Many tribals of jungle mahal are joining in
different Government jobs. The Government gives the priority for teaching in Alchiki
language and recruited 1800 teachers for teaching in Alchiki language in 900 schools.
1 Obviously, road construction, employment generation, housing for the poor people,
safe drinking water in the villages, and watershed management projects will be the
main vehicles of the development in the Maoist affected jungle mahal. 2 Our chief
minister raised the issue including Purulia and Bankura under the Integral Action
Plan (IAP) of the union government and west Midnapore has already got special
assistance from the centre under the IAP.3 The developmental scheme proposals are
for public infrastructure and services such as schools, Anganwadi centres, primary
health centres, drinking water supply, village roads and lights in public places.4 The
tribal sub plan strategy adopted during the fifth plan is being implemented by the
centre as well as the state government through various schemes and in addition to
special central assistance to the TSP grants are also being provided to the state
governments to implement specific schemes for the welfare and development of ST. 5
In this regard we can say that, various schemes and projects are taken by the
government for development of the tribals in post-colonial period. But still now they
are treated as under privileged class of Indian territory. In jungle mahal region we
have notice that, there are two types of santal class, one is elite santal class and
another is non-elite santal class. Mostly the elite santal classes are Christian Santals
and some are non-Christian santal class. Elite Santals mostly live in town and city
areas and they adopting modern culture and amusements. But the real fact is, the
majority of non-elite santal classes are still backward and they are separate from the
main stream society in Indian civilization and still looking for their socio-economic
freedom. The socio-economic struggle of Santals is still going on.
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Learning Physical Geography
through Filmy Lens

Dr. Abira Dutta Roy, Assistant Professor Department of English

Visual depiction has always been an excellent tool in elucidating complex phenomenon. Especiadly in
geography as a student the black and white sketches of various landforms in the text books could not
generate within me the idea of the vastness and the atomity of the structures, even though their
dimensions were mentioned. Names such as Moraine, Mushroom Rock, Zuegens, Taffoni and many
others made me wonder how they must be in reality. Books with colourful images were rare and
expensive when | was a student. My thirsty vagabond soul always yearned for seeing with my own
eyes the craftsmanship of nature. But visiting each and every place was afinancial challenge. In every
documentary | had watched, the geographer in me and my inquisitive mind would look out for
similarities and dissimilarities with the text book descriptions. In this journey Bollywood and aso
Hollywood played a major role. Today through
this write up | would like to present some of my
findings from Hindi films while comparing them
with text book descriptions. Let’s begin with the
all-time blockbuster Sholay. In the picture on the
left in the backdrop is seen arocky elevated mass.
These are Ramadevara Betta Hills situated in
Karnataka. These are Batholiths, an intrusive
igneous structure. Hundreds of years of erosion,
unearths this subsurface solidified magma and

they stand out as Monadnocks or Bornhardts/
Inselberg. Such features are also seen as in Ranchi,
Jharkhand, Ayodhya Hilla, West Bengal .

Let me draw your attention to some recent movies.

Thepictureontherightisfrom Pukar afilmreleased * g 8 . =y

in 2000. The song Kismat se Tum Humko Mile was A, o 1 S "'y

shot in Mount Marcus Baker in Alaska, a mountain - ’ e = h_-.:__ -
and valley Glacier. The song shows various glacial = ]

features like Cracks and Crevasses, the thickness of
the glacial mass as it flows down to the Harvard
Arm, isaFjord. At such high latitude, and low altitude
the massiveness of the glacier isvivid. Similar such shots
are seenin the song Rang de Mohe Gerua from the movie
Dilwale. The location was on the Jokulsérlon glacier in
Iceland.
This song aso showcases some of the exquisite
landforms unique to Iceland. Iceland is formed at the
junction of two divergent plates. The North American
] and Eurasian Plate. Situated on the Mid Atlantic Ridge
over the Icelandic Plume, Ice and exhl bits several
volcanic landforms. As shown in the image on the left
are the Columnar Hexagonal Dykes. These are
intrusive igneous formations. The hexagona columns
are formed as aresult of acertain type of crystalisation
and solidification process. In the image on the right is
the Reynisfjara black sand beach formed as a result of
weathering and coastal erosion process of the lava
beds. The beach is part of the Katla UNESCO Global *®
Geopark. It also shows Sea Stacks, known as Reynisdrangar Sea stacks. These are formed as aresult

gt fEwe Armmmfa wize sfwae 138 1




of headward erosion by sea waves, where the headlands
erode to form arches, and when the roof of the arches
collapse, they become sea stack, standing up like pillars.
Similar such landforms will be discussed later too.

Let's take a trip back to our own mesmerising country
and travel through snow covered and glaciated
landscapes of Indiain afilmy istyle. Films like Jab We
Met, Highway, Jab tak Hai Jaan, 3 Idiotsand many more
have captured the stunning geographica beauty through
its lenses. The image on the right is from Jab we Met where we travel through Rhotang Pass, up in to
Himacha Himalayas where we can see the Scree and -

Talus Cone along the way to Poh in the movie Highway.

Scree and Taus cones are formed as aresult of physical
weathering, which leads to disintegration of rock
materias. As these materials moves along the slope by
the gravitational force they create fan like structure, at
the foothills. The Scree grows bigger in size to become
Talus cone. The image below takes us to Ladakh. The
pristine blue waters at the confluence of Zanskar and the I
Indus Rlver is a pI ace that should be in everyone's
bucket list. We travel through the Himaayas and these
location in particular with 3 Idiots. The Gorges and the
Canyons, the Receding Glacial Valleys have created a
breath-taking topography to behold which we can
traverse through these movies.

The Braided Channed of the Himalayan streams too
have been well depicted many films. The image below

is from Highway. One can see such an examples m

in movies like Bhag Milkha Bhag, where Farhan - i

Akhtar trains himself with a tyre on the Shyok ’ "-:~
River bed. 3 idiots and Jab tak hai Jaan have i\ o
efficiently captured the beauty of Ladekh, et Ela oo h

o

especidly the Pangong Lake. Pangong Tso or !

Pangong Lake is an Endorheic Water Body and
not a glacia lake. It is believed to be a sat water
body formed when the seawater of the Tethys got
trapped as a result of the Indian Plate moving
towardsthe Eurasian plate, during the formation of
the Himalayas. The cold desert plateau landforms
approximately 5000 meters high have been well
captured in these movies.
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Let's get blown in the wind from the cold to the hot
deserts. Here the aeolian erosiona and depositiona
action are the most dominant. Here | have given
glimpses of movies and their songs being shot. The
images on the left are from the song Hai Re Hai Re
Hai Rabba in the movie Jeans. Some of its scenes are
located in the Grand Canyon, Colorada desert. The
Grand Canyon, is work of the Colorado river and the
extreme temperature conditions of the desert eroding
its way on a two-billion-year-old rock structure of
Proterozoic and Palaeozoic age. The Mesa, Butte, the
Incised Meander and the different coloured beds of
rocks are vivid in the song. It is complex geological
structure with folds, faults, volcanics and karst
topographic conditions. One must a so watch the song
If You Hold My Hand from the movie ABCD 2 to have
a majestic view of the Grand Canyon. The second
image belongs to the Valey of Fire State Park in
Nevada. The dominant rock variety of red sand stone, where shifting sand dunes date back to 150
million years. Curved out by the abrasion action of
wind where sand particles act as chisels and tools
making Tafoni. The third image on the left shows
Mushroom Rock, Gaur or Gara formed from aeolian
i erosion action, where a hard rock layer towers over the

.| softer rocks., The softer rocks get eroded easily
generating an umbrellalike shape. Theimageisfrom a
song Qunta Hai Mera Khuda from the movie Pukar
shot at Geology of Arches National Park, Utah. This
song shows multiple landforms as a result of wind
erosion in aHamada or Rocky desert. Ontherightis
the image which belongs to the movie Krissh 3, the
song Dil Tu hi Bata, shot in Jordon near Wadi-Rum,
Petra and the Dead sea. Here in image we can see a
Wind Arch/ Wind Bridge at Jebel Kharraz in the Wadi
Rum desert. These wind bridges are formed when a
rock structure faces abrasion action of wind from both
sides such that the wall between collapses in the
middle. A natural arch like structure thus getsformed. EEES F
Theimage below belongsto the movie Ghazni and the song Tu Meri Adhuri Pyas shot in the Sossusvlel
region of Namib-Naukluft Nationa Park, located in
Namib desert, aong the South Atlantic Ocean
coast.The Star Shaped Dunes and its edges have
been beautifully cinematographed. The “Big Daddy”
is the highest dune here. Moreover Deadvlei a Playa
Lake is mesmerising to watch in this song. A playa
lake is often known as a Salt Pan/ Clay Pan. These
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lakes was formed after heavy rainfall. The runoff
flows down the surrounding hills and accumulates
on the central low lying area, creating a temporary
shallow pool. During dry months, the water
evaporates leaving the mineral salts behind.

In the image below the pointed landforms are
known as Demoselles. They are formed as a result
of weathering and aeolian action when the cap rock
_ is harder than than rest of the structure. They are also
known as Earth Pillars, Fairy Chimneys or
Hoodoos. The song Phir Bhi Ye Zindegi from the
movie Dil Dhadakne Do has been shot in Turkey in
place known as Cappadocia where this image is
from. Over millions of years the erosion of volcanic
ash deposits have led to the formation of these pillar
like structures, and the cap rock made of basalt
. stands with its head held high. This region is also
known as Love Valey and even Monk Valley. It has beautiful caves and were even habitated. Thisisa
part of the Géreme Historical National Park.

After being swept by the wind, lets take a dive into the rivers and then swim upto the seas. Rivers and
seas have produced striking landforms that has not only attracted tourists across the world but also
production designers, directors and location managers in the film industry forever. Rivers, waterfalls,
seas have been extensively used as movie locations and 3
backdropsto tell stories. Let metell you the story of the
image on the right. This is the Bedhaghat, located in
Madhya Pradesh. The movie scene is from
Mohenjodaro. It isthefirst scene. There have been many
movies shot in this location such as the song Raat Ka
Nasha Abhi, from Asoka. Thisis aso known as Marbel
Rocks and situated here is the Dhuandhar Falls. It is a
spectacleto visit this place in the post monsoon months.
The River Narmada flows thorough thisrift valley which isamagjor fault line as seen in the image. The
mountai ns on the side have become Horst and the fault lineisthe Graben. The rocks are predominantly
of limestone and thus karst topographic features such as
Ponor and Uvalas can be clearly seen here. The image
on the immediate right is from the film Bachna Ae
Haseeno, the song is Khuda Jane. This particular shot
shows a Sea Cave and a Sea Stack. In the image below
is a Sea Arch from the same song. The location of this
shoot is at
Faraglioni
in ltay. K .
The geology is dominated by limestone, a sedimentary
rock formed as a result of millions of years of marine
deposition. The erosive action of the sea has curved out
caves. When the cave walls collapse the arches are
formed and when the ceiling of the bridge collapse the
== stacks are formed. The next images have salt in common.
Theformer isfrom Krissh 2 and the song is Dil Tuhi Bata, shot near the Dead Seain Jordan. The Dead
Sea has the highest salinity in the world. Such isits density that no one can drown init. Thelarge-scale
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deposits of salt along the sea are known as Salt Giants.
They are formed as the lake's highly saline water
evaporates Similarly, in the latter image from the movie
R Rajkumar in the song Saree ke Fall Saa, shot in the
Rann of Kutch in Gujarat, we see vast landscapes cover
with salt. This white salty desert is reputed to be the
largest salt desert in the world. This region was
submerged under the Arabian Sea before 1890 and
many rivers drained into it. Due to tectonic upliftment
its now above the mean sea level. The course of the
rivers got shifted westwards and the upliftment created
a natural embankment named Allah Bandh which has
cut off the Rann from fresh water supply. Every
monsoon, submerged under water, the Rann gets
| connected to the Sea and receives saline water, which
when evaporates creates this white desert. The salt here
isasource of livelihood for many nearby dwellers. The
last but not the least, is the picture from the movie Dil
Se, the song Jiya Jale Jaan Jale shot in the Backwaters
or Lagoons of Kerdla, namey Alapuzzha. These
lagoons are formed as a result of coastal sedimentation
process enclosing a small part of the brackish sea
waters.

There are so many more examples where films have not
only mere depiction of red life, history, natural and
cultural landscapes but future projections. Movies on Climate Change, Apocaypse, Hurricanes,
Volcanoes, Space Odessys are aso there, which helps us learn about science, disaster management,
internationa policy implementations, global initiatives etc. | would request students and those with
keen interest in geography to watch these films with a sense of curiosity to know the world and learn
while having fun.
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Mona Lisa Smile and Little Women: Cinema of

Choice, Change, and Quiet Courage

Meghna Roy
Assistant Professor of English

Some films do not seek to dazzle with spectacle. They don’t need fast-paced action
or loud declarations to make their point. Instead, they unfold slowly, allowing space
for reflection—on life, on identity, and on the quiet but powerful choices that shape
who we become. Mona Lisa Smile (2003), directed by Mike Newell, and Little Women
(2019), directed by Greta Gerwig, are two such films. Though set in different time
periods and cultural landscapes, both explore how women—especially young
women—navigate the complex pressures of tradition, ambition, love, and personal
freedom.

Set in the rigid social atmosphere of 1950s America, Mona Lisa Smile follows
Katherine Watson (Julia Roberts), a progressive art history professor who joins
Wellesley College, an elite institution for women. Coming from the more liberal West
Coast, Katherine is surprised to find that her students—intelligent, articulate, and
well-educated—are not encouraged to use their education for independence or
professional growth. Instead, they are being trained to become perfect wives, mothers,
and hostesses, upholding the conservative ideals of the time.

Katherine’s initial goal is to teach them to appreciate modern art—to look beyond
the surface, to think critically, and to engage with ideas outside the textbook. But as
she grows more invested in her students’ lives, she realizes that the real subject she’s
teaching is freedom—the freedom to choose one’s own path, whether that means
pursuing a career, building a family, or stepping into the unknown. Her classroom
becomes a space for self-discovery, where questions are more important than answers.

Each student represents a different facet of the struggles women faced in the mid-
20th century. Betty Warren (Kirsten Dunst) is the classic example of the “ideal”
Wellesley student—stylish, smart, and fiercely traditional. She believes strongly in
marriage and social roles, but her journey is one of disillusionment. As her perfect
life begins to unravel, she is forced to confront the emptiness behind the expectations
she had unquestioningly embraced.

Joan Brandwyn (Julia Stiles) is academically gifted and aspires to attend Yale Law
School. However, she is torn between her ambition and her desire to build a loving
home with her fiancé. Her decision to choose marriage is not shown as defeat, but as
a personal choice—made with full awareness and on her own terms. Giselle Levy

g o sammmia wfeet sfmgeie 143 1)



(Maggie Gyllenhaal) is bold, free-spirited, and open about her relationships—a sharp
contrast to the polite repression around her. Yet beneath her confident exterior is a
longing for connection and respect, which she struggles to find in a judgmental world.

Through these young women, the film presents a spectrum of female experience.
Rather than promoting a single model of empowerment, Mona Lisa Smile asks: What
does it mean to live freely? Can a woman who chooses home and motherhood be just
as empowered as one who chooses career and independence?

One of the most compelling aspects of Mona Lisa Smile is how it uses art not just
as a subject, but as a metaphor for life. Just as Katherine teaches her students to look
beyond the traditional rules of artistic beauty, she also encourages them to look
beyond the roles society has laid out for them. The paintings in her classroom become
windows into possibility—reminding them that meaning, like identity, is not fixed. It
must be explored, interpreted, and sometimes reimagined.

While Mona Lisa Smile is set in the 1950s, Little Women travels further back to the
1860s, during the American Civil War. Yet, the themes feel remarkably similar. Greta
Gerwig’s adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s novel captures the heart of womanhood
with stunning sensitivity. The March sisters—Jo, Meg, Amy, and Beth—are each
distinct in personality and desire, yet bound by deep affection and shared struggle.

Jo March (Saoirse Ronan) is the passionate writer who wants to remain independent,
rejecting the idea that marriage should define her. Her love for writing and her refusal
to settle for anything less than what she truly desires makes her one of the most
inspiring characters in modern cinema. Amy March (Florence Pugh), often
misunderstood, reveals a more complex view of ambition. She acknowledges that
marriage, in her world, is not just about love but about economic survival and social
security. Her decision to marry Laurie is not a betrayal of ambition but an act of
conscious, strategic choice.

Meg embraces domestic life, while Beth, the gentlest of them all, lives quietly and
lovingly, leaving behind a legacy not through success, but through kindness and music.
These characters, like the students of Wellesley, show us that there is no single path
to strength or fulfillment. Whether one chooses family, career, art, or solitude, what
matters is that the choice is made with awareness and intention.

Both films remain deeply relevant today. As students, many of us are navigating
pressures—academic performance, career expectations, relationships, and societal
norms. There is still an unspoken tension between what we feel and what is expected.
In such a world, these films offer not just stories, but guidance. They remind us that
it’s okay to pause, reflect, and walk a different path if that is what feels right. They
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encourage us to trust our instincts, value our individuality, and respect the choices of
others.

Mona Lisa Smile and Little Women are not just about women in history—they are
about all of us who are in the process of becoming. They portray the quiet courage it
takes to ask, What do I want? They show how education, art, and literature can serve
as tools of self-discovery. And most of all, they remind us that choosing your own
way—whatever that looks like—is an act of strength. In an age when life moves fast
and expectations run high, these films bring us back to a simple but powerful truth:
that to live meaningfully is not to follow a perfect plan, but to make choices that feel
true to who we are.
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Women Empowerment through Education

at Saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith
Purbali kundu
Department of English (4th Semester)

She rises here

At Saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith

A girl finds her trust,

With books and dreams hold close in hand
She learns to rise, to speak, to stand.

The power of women is no longer just a slogan — it is a rising reality. In 2025, as
the society moves forward, women are becoming more vocal, confident, and strong,
not just in cities but also in every corner of our country — This is exactly what
Saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith, Bankura does for hundreds of young women. It
helps them rise and be proud here at this women’s college committed to shaping the
future leaders, thinkers and changemaker.

As a proud student of this college, I Purbali Kundu from the English
department, currently in 4th Sem, 2nd year, can say that every moment spent in this
institution has been a truly transformative experience for me. When I first joined this
college, I came with dreams and curiosity. Today I have become stronger, braver and
more determined because this college has given me not just bookish knowledge but
also self-confidence, identity and voice.

As an all-girls institution, our college is deeply focused on women’s
growth, safety and empowerment. The environment here is extremely supportive,
disciplined and inspiring. In a world where women more often then not face
obstructions, this college stands like a banyan tree, offering shades and strength for
those who dare to dream. A women’s college in both name and spirit, Saradamani
Mahila Mahavidyapith is a name where aspirations are not only nourished but also
celebrated .

Dr. Anupriya Mandal, our respected head of the department, is a pillar
of strength for all of us. His constant guidance and kind nature can be felt even in our
smallest endeavours. Equally supportive are our other beloved teachers—Dr. Amit
Bairagi Sir, whose depth of knowledge and passion for literature inspire us daily;
Meghna Ma’am, whose teaching brings clarity and comfort; Riya Ma’am, always ready
to encourage and uplift; Sujay Sir and Amit Sir, whose classes are filled with energy
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and joy. Together, they make our department a family, where each student gets a
chance to flourish.

One of the most enigmatic aspects of Saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith is
its girls’ hostel. For students who come from far-off places, this hostel becomes a
second home for them. More than just rooms and beds, it offers a sisterhood — a
place where late-night study sessions, shared meals, and silent encouragement become
a part of our growth. It builds resilience and independence — two key qualities every
woman must carry into the world.

The college calendar is rich with events and cultural programmes that help
us grow not only as students but also as individuals. From “Freshers’ Welcomes” to
“Grand Farewells”, from music concerts featuring guest artists to student-led
performances — we are always given a stage to express ourselves. These moments
shape our confidence and creativity. One of the most cherished celebrations is
Saraswati Puja — a day when our entire college comes alive with devotion, colour, and
unity. Students decorate altars, offer prayers, and celebrate the goddess of knowledge
with joy, marking a perfect harmony of tradition and youthful enthusiasm.

Saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith, Bankura is a beacon of women’s leadership.
So many alumni from this college have gone on to become educators, administrators,
writers, lawyers, and changemakers. They are living proof that when women are
educated and empowered, there are no limits to what they can achieve. And we, the
current students, follow in their footsteps — carving our own paths with courage and
commitment . We are not Just taught to succeed in exams but to succeed in life -- to
stand up ourselves .
In a world where women still face discrimination, this college stands as
a fortress of strength. It teaches us that power doesn’t always come from physical
strength—it comes from knowledge, self-belief, and unity. As students of Saradamoni
Mahila Mahavidyapith we are reminded every day that we are capable, courageous,
and unstoppable.

As I close this articles, I would like to offer my heartfelt gratitude to all our
professors , Anupriya sir, Meghna ma’am, Riya ma’am, Amit sir, Sujoy sir, Amit
Chakraborty Sir. Thank you for shaping our lives with dedication, patience and
passion. It is because of you, we talk with our head’s held high, ready to write our
own stories.

This college is not just an institution — it’s a family. It teaches us that women
power is not a slogan — it’s a truth, a strength, a promise.

To each and every professor of our college. I offer my heartfelt pronam. You
are the unsung heroer of our stories. You are the roots that let us rise .

And I am proud to say : I belong to saradamani Mahila Mahavidyapith ,
Bankura, where women rise.
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THE OCEAN'S LESSON
Susmita Dutta
English Department ( 2nd Semester)

It was January and Raima’s family had a great chat over a cup of tea in the evening.
They were talking about a winter vacation. But where? A big question for everyone.
Suddenly Raima came out of the next room.

“Can you tell us which place would be the best, my girl ?” Raima’s mother asked
her.

Raima didn’t know anything about this matter ,because she was reading a storybook
in the next room.

“What happened? Where are you going? “ Raima naturally asked the question
because the subject was completely unknown to her.
“We’re going to go somewhere this holiday. But No one can find where to
go, ’answered Raima’s question.

“I don’t know where we should go. Anyway, I have a few more pages left in the story
I was reading, so I'll read that” Raima said.

“What kind of story is that? You've been reading it for a week” Raima’s mother
asked.

“A great sea adventure story, a very suspenseful story that makes you want to keep
reading “ Raima replied enthusiastically.

“What did you say? The story about the sea adventure?” Raima’s mother asked, and
there was a special sparkle in her eyes.

“umm.. yes,” Raima said .

“Tell us first! I've found the best place to go. How will going to Digha be?” Raima’s
mother said.

l?’

“Of course!” The whole family agreed.

“Really? Really, I'm going to Digha? I'm going to see that sea ,the sea I've read
about in storybooks? The sea I've only seen on the phone? The sea I've only heard
about from people? I'm going to see Digha! Raima’s face was worth seeing! Just like
the joy of getting her first dream toy as a child, Today, that same joy is visible on
Raima’s face again.

It was natural for a girl who had never even heard the sound of the ocean. She had
created a scene in her mind from afar, and today she was about to see that scene.

“Obviously. After tomorrow morning we will all leave for Digha” Raima’s parents
said.

“So fast! I still have so many clothes to pack,” Raima said and immediately went to
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her room.

Everyone in the family saw the excitement of Raima. Raima spent the next day
packing her things. She lives in a different world now. She always wondered what the
ocean would be like? What its waves and sounds would be like. She asked many
questions to herself and also to everyone in her family before leaving . At the end of
the day, she went to bed thinking about a wonderful childhood dream is going to come
true tomorrow . And finally , the day to go to Digha arrived. Raima got up early in the
morning and got ready. Everyone was traveling by train. The train arrived at 6 :30 am.
It took about 5 hours to reach Digha.

All the scenery along the way seems new to her today. Because of the excitement?
Exactly! She couldn’t believe how 5 hours had passed while she was laughing and
joking with her family members.After a journey of 5 hours, they finally reached Digha.

And then, that time has come. The first sound that came to Raima’s ears was the
sound of ocean waves. Raima saw the vast ocean in front of her. The scene was more
beautiful than she could have imagined. She slowly walked a few steps towards the
sea. She moved closer and then? She had touched the sea water for the first time.

“Come on, we’ll come back here after we’ve freshened up” Her mother told her.

But what about Raima? Now all she can hear is the sound of the ocean waves.

But then she realised that her mother was calling her and she went there immediately.

“Maa,is the sea sobeautiful? I mean, to say it’s ‘beautiful’ would be an understatement,
It’s enchanting”.

“Let’s freshen up and eat something and then go to see the ocean again. alright?”

Around 1 pm that afternoon, everyone headed back to the beach. Raima took the
sea water in her hand and saw a different kind of glow there. Everyone is calling
Raima, but she was a little afraid to break the waves and even in such a vast ocean for
the first time. She held his father’s hand and slowly stepped into the sea and played
with the waves.

The whole day passed happily. The next day, instead of coming to the beach in the
morning, Raima and her family went to the beach in the afternoon, to enjoy the beach
sunset view. Suddenly Raima noticed something, an old man was sitting on the beach,
talking to himself. She went a little further and saw the man selling pearl jewellery.
Raima saw how many beautiful pearl necklaces there were. A necklace caught Raima’s
eye. So she asked the price.

“How much does this necklace cost ?” asked Raima .

“50 rupees per necklace” he answered her in a low voice.
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“T’ll take this one, please pack it up” Raima purchased it.

“Come again,” the old man said with a little pleasant smile.

“This is my first visit to Digha. It’s a very beautiful place” Raima told the old man.

“It is,” the old man replied while looking at the sea.

“We have grown up from childhood just by looking at this sea. And the many
things this sea has taught us are perhaps indescribable” said the old man.

“I didn’t know that the ocean teaches lessons.” Raima asked him with a curious
look.

“Of course it teaches! Everything in nature teaches us something in our daily lives.
We should also learn. One of them is the ocean. Look at the sea once” the old man
told Raima and they both looked out to sea.

Further he said, “ This sea is so beautiful to look at. The blue color, the melodious
music of the waves, the cool breeze give everyone a different kind of calm feeling. But
you know what? Even in this beautiful ocean, there are many storms, but it fights
alone. And when the sun rises again the next day, the ocean seems to take on a new
form, even more beautiful than before. It seems as if the sea is shining like crystals.
Similarly, human life is full of struggle. We have to fight and when the sun rises on
the next day, our life will also become bright like this ocean. Then we will think that
we had to struggle for this brilliance.Nothing is achieved without struggle.Look at us!
I have been here for many years selling this pearl necklace. This is how I support my
family, raising my son and daughter. However, the day may not be bright one day, but
it will be ‘ONE day’.And we must continue to struggle for that ‘ONE day’.”

Raima was listening carefully to the old man’s words . She was thinking those
words when she heard her father’s voice calling her. She said one thing to the old man,
“This sea has taught me a lot too,” and then went back to her family.

Then they came home. The vacation was truly wonderful for everyone, especially
Raima. Because as she saw the ocean, the ocean taught her many things, and the
lessons she learned will stay with Raima for a long time.

il e A wiea sfgs 178 11



BANKURA ZILLA SARADAMANI MAHILA MAHAVIDYAPITH

GB Member :(—

Mr. Arup Chakraborty

Dr Anurupa Mukhopadhyay
Sri Bishnu Bajoria

Sri Goutam Kumar Das

Dr Shyamal Santra

Dr. Rinku Bandyopadhyay
Dr Jaidul Islam

Prof. Goutam Mandal

Dr Sayantan Mondal

Dr Anupriya Mandal

Sri Tarini Sindal

Faculty Details :—

Dr Anurupa Mukhopadhyay
Dr. Sanu Bhattachariya
Dr. Uday Sankar Sarkar
Goutam Mondal

Anabik Biswas

Dr Sayantan Mondal
Tumtum Mukherjee

Dr. Anupriya Mondal
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Dr. Priyanka Banerjee
Amit Sana

Dr. Rituparna Chattopadhyay
Dr. Haradhan Kundu
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Meghna Roy

Dhananjoy Murmu
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President
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Teachers’ Representative
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Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
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Jahangir Hossain Assistant Professor
Dr Sharmila Tamang Assistant Professor
Tapas Kumar Sutradhar Assistant Professor

SACT Details :—

Anindita Mukherjee SACT
Swagata Pati SACT
Shilpi Baksi SACT
Bappaditya Mukherjee SACT
Amit Kumar Chakroborty SACT
Riya Pal SACT
Sujoy Patra SACT
Dr. Falguni Mukhopadhyay SACT
Priya Sinha SACT
Dr Subarna Mukherjee SACT
Haimantee Mukhopadhyay SACT
Sneha Das SACT
Sabitabrata Pal SACT
Koushambi Mukhopadhyay SACT
Anirban Goswami SACT
Dr. Sagarika Mandal SACT
Sanchita De SACT
Sampa Mondal SACT
Sudip Panda SACT
Tutun Ghosh SACT
Soumen Mondal SACT
Utpal Sain SACT
Shrabani Dey SACT
Jewel Karmakar SACT
Malay Pain SACT
Soma Das SACT
Amrita Dey SACT
Mousumi Karmakar SACT
Nabanita Mukhopadhyay SACT
Sandip De SACT
Dr. Krishna Das Modak SACT
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Ananya Mazumder SACT

Sri. Munna Lal Tikait SACT
Sri. Amit Kumar Pal SACT
Shuvendu Chattaraj SACT
Shailaja Kanta Ghatak SACT
Ashoke Kumar Hazra SACT
Mousumi Banerjee SACT
Aloke Bagchi SACT
Priyanka Mihirachariya SACT
Puja Adhikari SACT
Biplab Choudhury SACT
Monaj Kumar Dey SACT

Visiting faculty :—

Asit Sana Visiting Faculty
Jyotsna Gorai Visiting Faculty
Sanjukta Rauth Visiting Faculty

OFFICE STAFF

e  SriBiplab Das, Head Clerk

e Sri Mintu Ghosh, Clerk (Contingency)

e  Sri Priyatanu Mukhopadhyay, Clerk (Contingency)

e  Smt. Pratima Pandey, Computer Knowing Clerk, (Contingency)
e  Sri Sudipta Dutta, Computer Knowing Clerk, (Contingency)

e  SriLaxmi Kanta Dey, Computer Knowing Clerk, (Contingency)
e  Sri Mrityunjoy Lokshman, Computer Knowing Clerk, (Contingency)
e  Smt. Priyanka Kundu, Computer Knowing Clerk, (Contingency)
e  SriJhantu Bhattachariya, Peon (Contingency)

e Smt. Mangala Karmakar, Peon (Contingency)

e Smt. Champa Rani Bagdi, Peon

e  Sri Sandip Ruidas, Electrician (Contingency)

e Smt. Latika Malakar, Sweeper (Contingency)

e  Smt. Sharmila Malakar, Sweeper (Contingency)

e  Smt. Laxmi Ruidas, Sweeper (Contingency)

e Smt. Anita Ruidas, Sweeper (Contingency)

e Smt. Lachmi Dom, Sweeper (Contingency)
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Sri Abhijit Ruidas, Guard

Sri Sudhir Chandra Tudu, Night Guard (Contractual)
Sri Nitai Rana, Guard (Contingency)

Sri Bapi Mal, Gardener (Contingency)

Sri Habu Bauri, Gardner (Contingency)

Ms Pampa Gorai, Gym Instructor (Contingency)
Rina Debroy, Peon (Contingency)

LIBRARY STAFF

Librarian - Sri Manik Ch. Khan (Contractual)

Sri Pralay Das, Library Assistant (Contingency)
Smt. Suraj Sahish, Library Bearer (Permanent)
Sri Ujjal Dutta, Library Assistant (Contingency)

LABORATORY STAFF

Sri Tarini Sindal, Laboratory Attendant, Department of Geography

Sri Abhijit Pal, Laboratory Attendant, Department of Chemistry

Sri Gurupada Layek, Lab. Attendant Deptt. of Physics

Sri Pritam Pandey, Laboratory Attendant, Department of Geography (Contingency)
Sri Soumen Patra, Lab. Attendant Deptt. of Chemistry (Contingency)

Sri Gurupada Layek, Lab. Attendant Deptt. of Physics

Sri Tarit Mukherjee, Lab. Attendant Deptt. of Physics (Contingency)

HOSTEL STAFF

Smt. Sima Pathak, Matron (Contingency)

Smt. Padma Ruidas, Cook (Contingency)
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Sri Tapas Malakar, Sweeper (Contingency)
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Shilpa Atha (Geograpy Dept.)

6th Sem. Shilpa Atha (Geograpy Dept)

6th Sem.

Priyanka Dey (Geograpy Dept.)
Sahali Pal 6th Sem.
(Eng) 2nd Sem
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Sahali Pal Sahali Pal
(Eng) 2nd Sem (Eng) 2nd Sem

Aditi Karmakar Joyashree Mahato
(Geo Dept) 2nd Sem. (Geo Dept) 2nd Sem.
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Sneha Dey Dipanwita Shit
(Eng) 3rd Sem. (Sanskrit) 5th Sem.

Srija Chowdhury Deblina Singhababu
(Philosophy) 1st Sem. (Philosophy) 1st Sem.
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Brishti Dutta Purba Kundu
(Eng) 3rd. Sem. (Eng) 3rd. Sem.

Shreya Mandal Aditi Hembram
(Bengali) 1st Sem. (English) 1st Sem.
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Sonali Patra Sonali Patra
(Geography) 3rd Sem. (Geography) 3rd Sem.

e

Pallabi Ruidas Pallabi Ruidas
(Geography) 5th Sem. (Geography) 5th Sem.
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(English) 1st Sem.

Beuti Karmakar i
(Economics) 1st Sem.

| Ganga Garai
(Sanskrit) 1st Sem.

Moumita Layek
(Geography) 1st Sem.
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i
21{:“;' Sunetra Mukhopadhyay
(English) 1st Sem.

Ankita Pal
(Sanskrit) 5th Sem.

Debolina Banerjee
(English) 1st Sem.

Mandria Mahapatra | .
(English) 1st Sem. |
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Sonali Patra (M.Sc. GeographyEx Student
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